ESSEX BRIDLEWAYS ASSOCIATION

As a long standing bridleways charity; and also one of the largest, I was pondering the thought - how do we quantify our success as an organisation, and are we achieving at least some of our aims?  Well, we do not keep a spreadsheet of ‘new bridleways’, ‘saved bridleways’ or ‘lost bridleways’, but I do know, looking back through countless pages of notes, that we can be proud of very many achievements in terms of both new and saved bridleways, although there have been some extremely disappointing and frustrating losses along the way.  I also know that we will never totally achieve our ideals – that would mean free access, or the ‘right to roam’ for all of us and our horses! However, even that is not such a pipe dream when we consider the enviable Scottish access laws. I am sometimes concerned that our membership comprises of rather more people who just want to enjoy our organised rides (and quite rightly so), than those who join EBA for the rather higher sentiment of campaigning for the maintenance and improvement of our bridleway network!  However, we do also aim to encourage riders to get out into the countryside and enjoy the delights of hacking, and this we are achieving through our rides, which also help fund the serious side of our work.
 Additionally, we are concerned to ensure our current generation of riders are aware of possible dangers whilst riding out, and at least ensure all participants on our rides wear high viz clothing or accessories.  I was rather startled to notice my observation about ten years ago, that we were not having much luck in persuading riders to wear high viz – something of a fashion statement apparently!  Happily, I can at least be sure that this is something that we have since achieved, as all our riders now use high viz, to very good effect. 
Whilst on the subject of safety; I noticed that the BHS have published a new guidance leaflet regarding riding through fields containing livestock.  I know from past experience that some horses can react quite strongly to meeting livestock whilst out hacking, and it makes sense to try, if at all possible to arrange for your steed to meet up with different members of the animal kingdom whilst in a safe environment.  Anyway, if this rings bells with you, then download the BHS words of wisdom!
Please do not forget that should you, or someone you know, sadly be involved in an accident with your horse, it is most important that you keep the BHS informed via their website.  You can go directly to the site via www.horseaccidents.org.uk
to input details.  Hospital statistics do show that there are many more traffic incidents involving horses and riders than we are aware of. Some accidents do not involve traffic, but may involve other hazards such as dogs, windfarms, helicopters etc., and the information is of great use to the BHS. 

Cyclists en masse can also be a source of concern for our trusty steeds, and I have forewarning of some major cycling sportive events, which it might be prudent to avoid whilst you are out hacking.  I notice that there are events during May to be held in the Stansted area (10th), and both Dengie and Tendring on the 17th.  
As a final personal note this month, I was pleased to hear, as will all of us who care for our horses and the welfare of their fellow equines, that the Control of Horses Bill was passed on 18th March.  This means that we will be a little closer to seeing the end of fly grazing of horses on ill-suited patches of land, as well as being dumped on private land (which many of us have experienced in the past).  I hope too, that we will see a lessening in numbers of poor, ill-used and uncared for horses and ponies which sadly seem to have become so common in recent times.
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